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n an earnest effort to combat Hepatitis and raise awareness about its early detection and prevention, Shifa International IHospital organized a Hepatitis Screening Camp at the premises of Geo News. More than 70 dedicated employees of Geo News 
participated in the camp, availing the opportunity for vital health screenings, 28th July is celebrated as World Hepatitis Day and 
the camp was organized to commemorate the day and to raise awareness about screening, prevention, and early diagnosis of 
the viral disease. According to WHO in Pakistan, almost 12 million people are suffering from hepatitis B or C. Each year brings 
about 150, 000 new cases. The screening camp, held recently witnessed an engaging awareness talk delivered by Dr. Abid Ilyas, 
Consultant in Internal Medicine at Shifa International Hospital. 

Dr. Abid Ilyas focused on the significance of timely Hepatitis screening and its potential to save millions of lives. Major risk factors 
for the transmission of hepatitis B and C infection include therapeutic injections, syringe reuse, surgery, improper sterilization of 
invasive medical devices, blood transfusion, hospitalization, and sharing of razors while getting shave from barbers. 

Dr. Abid Ilyas explained the importance of early diagnosis in effectively managing and preventing the spread of this prevalent 
health concern. He said, Hepatitis C is the most common blood-borne chronic viral infection in Pakistan. The hepatitis C virus is 
blood-borne, meaning that the virus lives in a person's blood. People can contract the virus by coming into contact with blood 
that contains it. 
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